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the holy spirit school

‘Our aim is for all children to develop a sense of identity through learning about the past
and begin to understand how the past has shaped the present and will impact on the

future.’

History Policy



Introduction

The learning and teaching of history at Holy Spirit Catholic and Church of England Primary
School aims to provide opportunities to understand, appreciate and enjoy the multi-cultural
world in which we live and to celebrate its rich diversity. We aim to develop children's ability to
chronicle, investigate and explain the past and thereby understand our world as it is.

Aims and objectives

Teaching and learning in History will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and

understanding of Britain's past and that of the wider world. It will inspire pupils’ curiosity to
know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think
critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History also
helps pupils to understand the complexity of people's lives, the process of change, the diversity
of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity

and the challenges of their time.

The key aims of history in our school are:

*to foster an interest in and understanding of the past

*to enable children to know about significant events in British and world history

*to develop a sense of chronology

*to help children understand society and their place within it, so that they develop a sense of
their cultural heritage;

*to develop skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation.

Teaching and Learning

History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians and extend their enquiry
skills. We place an emphasis on examining historical artefacts and primary sources. In each key
stage we give children the opportunity to visit sites of historical significance. We encourage
visitors to come into the school and talk about their experiences of events in the past. We
recognize and value the importance of stories in history teaching and we regard this as an
important way of stimulating interest in the past. We focus on helping children understand that
historical events can be interpreted in different ways and that they should always ask searching
questions, such as ‘how do we know?’, about information they are given.

Curriculum planning

We use the National Curriculum documents for history as the basis for our curriculum planning,
but wherever possible we have adapted this to a local context. Our curriculum progresses
chronologically ensuring progression of skills within different contexts and themes.

The long-term curriculum plan maps the Historical themes studied in each term in each class.



Cross curricular Links

History contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting
the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in English
are historical in nature. Children develop oracy through discussing historical questions or
presenting their findings to the rest of the class. They develop their writing ability by
composing reports and letters and through using writing frames.

History teaching contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways. Children learn
to use numbers when developing a sense of chronology through doing activities such as time-
lines. Children learn to interpret information presented in graphical or statistical form.

Children use ICT in History to enhance their skills in data handling and in presenting written
work, and they research information using the internet. Children have the opportunity to use
the digital camera to record and use photographic images.

History contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social, citizenship and health
education as well as the promotion of fundamental British values. Children develop self-
confidence by having opportunities to explain their views on a number of social questions such as
how society should respond to poverty and homelessness. They learn how to recognize and
challenge stereotypes and to appreciate that racism is a harmful aspect of society. They learn
how society is made up of people from different cultures and start to develop tolerance and
respect for others.

Assessment and recording

We record coverage of key skills in History. We report to parents at the end of each academic
year.

Resources

e Each class has a rich diversity of books for their topics.
e Access to artefacts.
e We are members of the historical association.

Monitoring and Review

Monitoring of the standards of children's work and of the quality of teaching in History is the
responsibility of the subject leader. The work of the history subject leader also involves
supporting colleagues in the teaching of history, being informed about current developments in
the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.



