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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I just wanted to inform you of further details for the return to school in September. As you know, we 
are delighted to welcome all the children back but there are some arrangements we need to put in 
place in order to keep children, families and staff safe. 
 
Some of these changes may seem rather rigid and far removed from our usual open-door policy but 
please know we are doing this to ensure the smooth operation of school and doing our best to protect 
against COVID-19, which is still a huge threat worldwide. 
 
There are a number of changes we have had to put in place which go against our welcoming, family 
community and some of these changes may have to be in place for some time. Please be assured it is 
not because we wish to change our practise, but because we are following guidelines and exceptionally 
stringent risk assessments. 
 
Below are the changes to the requirements for school from September and these must be adhered to. 
 

 There will be clear markings outside school to ensure social distancing. Please observe these 
markings at all times. 

 

 Parents and carers will be unable to enter the school playground. 
 

 Children will line up on allocated markings per class. Children will be met on the playground by a 
member of staff and taken into their classrooms.  
 

 At the end of the school day, children will be brought to their allocated lines by a member of 
staff and handed over to parents and carers by a member of the leadership team at the school 
gate. We ask that parents and carers are patient at this time, especially at the beginning when 
we are becoming used to the new routine. 

 

 All children will wash their hands on entry into the school building and apply antibacterial gel to 
their hands on exit. 
 

 All children will be provided with their own resource pack in the classroom. 
 

 Children must not bring any items from home into school. 
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 The only resources going home and coming back into school will be their homework bags and 
these will be provided by school. Children will also be requested to bring their P.E. kits into 
school. Please do not send bulky bags or back packs/haversacks into school as these will be 
returned home. Cloakrooms will not be in use and coats and bags will be on the backs of chairs. 
As you can imagine, a large bag will take up too much space. 

 

 Children in FS1, FS2, Year 1 and Year 2 are all entitled to a free school meal and school will 
provide lunch for them.  They will not be able to bring in packed lunches –  This is to reduce the 
number of items being brought into school from home and avoid cross contamination. Please do 
not worry if your child has an allergy or is a choosy eater. We will work with you to provide a 
lunch they can eat.  

 

 Any child in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 who is entitled to a free school meal will also be provided with a 
lunch, so please do not send in a packed lunch as we are trying to minimise the number of items 
being brought into school. 

 
 
There will be a staggered start and finish to the school day. Children will be placed into 3 separate 
groups and be requested to arrive at school and collected from school at an allocated time. These 
timings must be kept, to support social distancing and reduce the number of people outside the school 
gates. Your children will not be allowed entry into school until their allocated time. If you arrive early 
you will have to wait. If you are late you will also have to wait until the other groups are safely in school 
before we can allow your children access. The groups are as follows: 
 

GROUPS OF CHILDREN  Start time Finish time 

GROUP A Children in Years 
FS1, FS2, Year 1 & 
Year 2 WHO DO 
NOT HAVE a 
brother or sister in 
any other year 
group. 

 
8.40am 

 
3.10pm 

GROUP B Children in Year 3, 
Year 4, Year 5 & 
Year 6  WHO DO 
NOT HAVE a 
brother or sister in 
any other year 
group. 

 
8.50am 

 
3.20pm 

GROUP C 
This group is to help 
parents bring all their 
children together and 
collect them at the 
same time. 

Children in ANY 
year group who 
DO HAVE a 
brother or sister in 
another year 
group. 

9.00am 3.30pm 
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It is really important the start and finish times are strictly kept. We are trying to avoid mass gatherings 
outside the school gates and staggering the children will avoid this. However, we do need your help and 
co-operation with this matter. 
 
A letter will be sent out next week with your child’s report to ensure you are clear about the timings for 
your child to arrive at school and to be collected. 
 
I look forward to when this pandemic is over and we can resume life as we once knew it and welcome 
you all back into our school as we always have. Let’s pray that happens soon. Until then, please 
understand the reasons for the above arrangements and help us to keep each other safe and well. 
 
Take care and God Bless, 

 
J M Cartmell 
 
Mrs J M Cartmell 

Headteacher 


