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Dear Parents and Carers,

| am delighted to inform you that we will be welcoming all our children back to school on Wednesday,
2" September, 2020.

It has been a significant period of time since the children were last in school and it was a very abrupt
ending due to the global pandemic.

| know there may be many children who will be excited to return to school, but there will also be many
children who will be feeling anxious or worried, especially as they will be moving into a new year group.

It is imperative that when the children return, their mental health and well-being is our first priority.
We want them to feel safe and happy and so the decision has been made for the children to return to
their current teacher and classroom for the initial two and a half weeks.

This will give the children some sense of continuity and security, returning to a familiar room with
familiar adults and during this time we will prepare them for their transition into their next year group.
The first couple of weeks will be an opportunity for the children to re-engage with their friends and
teachers. It will also be a period where they will become familiar with the routines of the school day,
the new expectations of behaviour with regard to protecting themselves and others against the
transmission of coronavirus and generally settling back into school life. We will ensure they have plenty
of opportunity to socialise, talk and have fun so they reach a secure place and have a positive mindset
which will impact on their attitude to learning.

This initial period in school will also give their teachers an opportunity to assess where the children are
up to socially and emotionally as well as academically.

On Thursday 17t September, the children will have a transition day into their new classroom and will
meet their new teacher. Friday 18" September will be the last day with their current teacher, and on
Monday 21°t September they will move permanently to their new year group.

Returning to school this way is a positive way to reintegrate the children back into education, but it
does mean our new Foundation children will have a slightly later start. | hope parents and carers will
see the benefit of re-opening in this way.
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| will contact you again next week as there will be staggered start and pick up times to the school day,
but as you can imagine there will be a lot of planning involved, so | do need time to plan for this
effectively. As soon as | have organised timings for year groups and families, | will let you know.

We are all looking forward to seeing the children and yourselves again and all will be welcomed back
with open arms. We have missed you all and cannot wait for some kind of ‘new normality’ to begin
again.

If anyone has any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Take care and God Bless,

Warmest wishes,

J M Cavtmell

Mrs J M Cartmell
Headteacher
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