
 
 

Holy Spirit Primary School

 
Early Reading Policy 

 

At Holy Spirit our three key principles of reading are: 

 Excellent teaching of early reading through systematic 

synthetic phonics  (SSP) 

 Excellent teaching of early language to develop vocabulary 

 A desire to create a love of reading in every child through 

a wide variety of imaginative and inspiring texts.  

Phonics  

 We use RWI (Read, Write Inc.) as our phonic programme. 
Children have a RWI lesson every day. 

 

 As part of phonics provision, all children will have phonic 
materials and/or decodable books to practise at home. You 
will find these books in their book bags – we call them‘frog 
books’. Your child will have these phonic resources until they 
are assessed at the orange level on RWI. After this, your 
child will have a colour-banded book to bring home  

 

 Reading intervention will focus on phonics and will consist of 
flashcards, decodable words and decodable books. Until your 



 
 

child is fluent with the phonic sounds and blending sounds, 
their individual reading will be based on phonics. 
 

Vocabulary 

 The teaching and learning of vocabulary is of the highest 
priority at Holy Spirit. It is well documented that children 
with poorer vocabulary struggle to succeed. 

 
 Books are at the heart of our curriculum; your child will be 

introduced to ambitious, rich vocabulary through the book 
that is central to their learning experience.  

 

 Additional opportunities for vocabulary teaching will include 

daily story time sessions alongside numerous opportunities 

for your child to extend their vocabulary skills through our 

wide and varied curriculum.  

 

Love of Reading 

 Our curriculum is built around quality, engaging texts. This 
enables us to foster a reading culture that promotes a true 
love of reading.  

 We build many opportunities into the school day/ year to 
develop a love of reading.  

 Your child will bring home books to share with you. They 
may not be able to decode all of the words - sharing the 
book with you will be an experience which develops a love of 
reading. This book can be read to your child or with your 
child. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Reading Levels 
 
 

 
 
 
Once your child is assessed on RWI as meeting the standard for 
yellow, their reading books will change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RWI – Phonics Level 
Your child’s level will be 

assessed half termly 

To support phonics 
learning your child 
will bring home 

 

 

To support vocabulary 
learning and a love of 
reading, your child 
will bring home: 

 
 
 
 
 

Don’t confuse colours 

Ditty Ditties or phonic 
activities 

Pink/Red 

Red Red RWI books Pink/Red 
Green Green decodable 

phonics books 
Red/Yellow 

Purple Purple decodable 
phonics books 

Yellow/Blue 

Pink Pink decodable 
phonics books 

Yellow/Blue 

Orange Orange decodable 
phonics books 

Blue 



 
 

 
 

When you read with your child...... 
 

PHONIC BOOKS 
 

 
 

 Please work through the phonics activities/ decodable 
books to ensure that your child is familiar with the 
sounds, can blend the sounds in the words and can 
read them fluently (quickly and smoothly). 
 

LADYBIRD BOOKS 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 Please SHARE their ladybird book with them. Your child 
may not be able to read all of the words; please read 
to your child and enjoy the story.  If your child wants 
to join in with reading this story, please let them, but 
support them with any unknown words. Most of all, 
enjoy reading together. 

 
 


