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The Holy Spirit Primary School

Reading Policy

This document aims to show the school’s reading ethos and how it is practised through discretely taught
Teaching of Reading sessions as well as other areas across the school and curriculum. It will set out a
series of expectations for teachers, providing clarity for all members of staff to ensure that all our pupils
are provided with a rich and varied learning experience that aims develops the children as lifelong
readers.

Through the curriculum and our practice we strive to develop a culture of reading through consistently
using high quality texts, that demonstrate aspirational language and grammatical structure; a variety of
texts that inspire and enthuse children; texts with themes that help our children to develop and promote
the school’s values as well as ensuring their personal, social, spiritual and emotion needs are met and
where children are able to progress and reach their full potential.

Introduction

At The Holy Spirit Primary School, teachers make explicit the links between reading, writing and speaking
and listening. A range of fiction and non-fiction texts are available to the children and the notion of
everyone a reader is promoted across the school. Some reading scheme books are banded from Lilac to
Sapphire to support children and teachers when selecting reading material. Following the Sapphire band,
children move onto ‘Free Readers’. Children who have progressed to a stage beyond book bands are
encouraged to read a wide range of texts and continue to be heard read regularly on a one to one basis.

Reading for Pleasure

This is at the heart of our reading policy. Throughout the year, events are planned to promote reading for
pleasure in the school community. These events include activities linked to World Book Day, visits to the
local library, author visits and two book fair weeks.

Aims
We aim to enable our pupils to read confidently, fluently, accurately and with understanding.

We aim to foster an interest in words and their meanings and to gain an appreciation of books from a
variety of genres.



Strategies for the Teaching of Reading

Reading is taught through Shared Reading sessions, Guided Reading sessions, and one to one sessions for
emerging readers and there are opportunities to practise and consolidate skills through independent
reading. Children who are reading books up to and including the green band are encouraged to take home
a balance between the decodable and non- decodable books. Please see: Early Reading Policy

At the start of the academic year, teachers use data from the previous class teacher to devise a reading
priority list. Children who are not making the expected progress will read to an adult at least 3 times a
week. The progress of interventions are closely monitored.

Parental Involvement

Parents are encouraged to share books with their children and hear their children read at home. Once a
book has been read at home, children will be able to select a new book from the appropriate book band.
The children in FS, key stage 1 and key stage 2 are expected to bring their reading record book into school
every day.

Information sessions for parents take place throughout the year and parents are encouraged to come into
school to support teachers with one to one reading.

Opportunities for Reading
Shared Reading:

The whole class shares a text, which is beyond their independent reading levels, often using an enlarged
text (paper or ICT based). Shared reading provides a context for teacher modelling, teaching and applying
reading skills (word, sentence and text level).

Guided Reading:

Guided Reading takes place in a small group, with a teacher or teaching assistant, and focuses on
developing children’s ability to become independent readers, thinkers and learners. The children are
grouped by ability and read individual copies of the same text, which matches the reading level of the
group. The text needs to be at the instructional level. Texts are selected from the school’s guided reading
sets of books. The recommended teaching sequence is used by all teachers. At Holy Spirit we currently
follow a model based on research from Literacy Counts which not only encourages children to develop
their reading comprehension but supports independent thinking.

Once completed, evidence gathered from Guided Reading sessions is collated by class teachers to inform
future assessments.

Guided reading occurs multiple times weekly outside the English lessons . For those children who are still
not secure with decoding or have not passed the phonics check by Year Three will still participate in
guided reading sessions at their book band level but will also participate in targeted phonics intervention.
See: Early Reading Policy.



Independent Reading Time

Children read material which interests them, to assist them in fostering a genuine love of reading and to
help them to appreciate its value. During this time, children will read either their school reading book, a
book which they have chosen from the class library or a magazine or newspaper. The school has
subscriptions to newspapers and magazines for key stages 1 and 2.

Whole Class Story Time

At The Holy Spirit Primary School, regular whole class story time takes place in Foundation Stage and,
Key Stages 1 and 2.

At Holy Spirit we have widened our range of texts exposed to the children by following current reading
research and carefully selecting class readers. We currently use The Five Plagues of Reading Literature
Spine

In his book ‘Reading Reconsidered’, Doug Lemov points out that there are five types of texts that children
should have access to in order to successfully navigate reading with confidence. These are complex
beyond a lexical level and demand more from the reader than other types of books.

Archaic Language

The vocabulary, usage, syntax and context for cultural reference of texts over 50 or 100 years old are
vastly different and typically more complex than texts written today. Students need to be exposed to and
develop proficiency with antiquated forms of expression to be able to hope to read James Madison,
Frederick Douglass and Edmund Spenser when they get to college.

Non-Linear Time Sequences

In passages written exclusively for students—or more specifically for student assessments— time tends
to unfold with consistency. A story is narrated in a given style with a given cadence and that cadence
endures and remains consistent, but in the best books, books where every aspect of the narration is
nuanced to create an exact image, time moves in fits and start. It doubles back. The only way to master
such books is to have read them time and again and to be carefully introduced to them by a thoughtful
teacher or parent.

Narratively Complex

Books are sometimes narrated by an unreliable narrator- Scout, for example, who doesn’t understand and
misperceives some of what happened to her. Or the narrator in Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Tell-Tale Heart”
who is a madman out of touch with reality. Other books have multiple narrators such as Faulkner’s As [
Lay Dying. Others have non-human narrators such as the horse that tells the story in Black Beauty. Some
books have multiple intertwined and apparently (for a time) unrelated plot lines. These are far harder to
read than books with a single plot line and students need to experience these as well.

Figurative /Symbolic Text

Texts which happen on an allegorical or symbolic level. Not reflected in Lexiles; critical forms of text
complexity that students must experience.

Resistant Texts

Texts written to deliberately resist easy meaning-making by readers. Perhaps half of the poems ever
written fall into this category. You have to assemble meaning around nuances, hints, uncertainties and
clues.



Reading Areas in the Classroom

Each class is expected to have a reading area established by the end of the first week of term. The area
should be a stimulating and attractive environment which contains a range of reading material. This can
include the following:

non fiction books linked to the class topic

newspapers, comics and magazines

Books/writing produced by the children

Big Books

Books which link to the genre being covered in literacy
Picture books

Recommended reads - recommendations to be made by

teachers, teaching assistants and pupils.

Books should be organised into non-fiction, fiction and poetry and be easily accessible by the children.
Children should be actively involved in the management of the reading corner. In most classrooms there
is limited space so in these rooms the reading area may consist of a book case with the above organised in
a clear and engaging way.

Assessment and Monitoring of Progress

Intervention tracking is used to monitor the impact of intervention programmes and to assess the reading
ability of pupils. A reading record for each child will be kept by class teachers to ensure both coverage
and progression.

Standardised tests for reading are administered termly across the school. These help to inform teacher
assessments for reading.

Key Reading Resources in School
See: Early Reading Policy for Foundation stage and KS1 resources
Sets of Quality Books

These are located in each class and link to units of work being covered by class teachers. Long term plans
for literacy indicate in which year group the books are being used.

Book Banded Reading books

These are located in the labelled boxes .The books are organised into decodable (up to and including
green level) and non-decodable books.

Teachers will use a range of assessment information to allocate a colour band to each child. The colours
range from Lilac to Sapphire. The colour bands are the reading bands recommended by the Institute of
Education in London and are used by most commercially available reading schemes.

Lilac books are wordless and have notes to support parents when they are reading with their children at
home.



The Allocation of Reading Books
Each teacher is expected to have a system established in class for the changing and monitoring of books.

Once a child has finished reading their allocated reading book an adult from home needs to sign the
child’s reading record book to confirm that the book is now finished. The teacher will monitor that the
children are selecting books from the appropriate band/level and will ensure that the children have
sufficient time to change their book at some time during the school day.

The Allocation of Library Books

Every week, each child will have the opportunity to visit the class library to select either a fiction, poetry
or non-fiction book which they can take home and read in addition to the individual reading book which
has been allocated by the class teacher. The children will be given the opportunity to change these on a
regular basis.

A recommended reads section in the library is set up so that the children have the opportunity to
recommend books to other children in the school.

Teachers as Readers

The English subject leaders will provide staff with regular updates on recommended reads for children.
Teachers and teaching assistants are expected to regularly recommend books and to share a passion for
reading with the children.

The Care of Books

If a book is lost or damaged, a letter will be sent home requesting that the child’s parents or carers make a
contribution towards the cost of replacing the book. School reading books are placed inside a plastic zip
wallet which is then placed inside a book bag. All teaching staff will encourage children to treat books
with care and respect.

Equal Opportunities

In line with our Inclusion policies, The Bellbird Primary School believes all children are entitled to high
quality teaching and learning, with regard to reading and we embrace the philosophy of inclusion.

SEND Pupils

All pupils with special educational needs will follow the same educational curriculum as their peers,
differentiated where necessary to meet their individual needs.

When selecting a phonically decodable book for guided reading, teachers must ensure that it consolidates
the teaching of recently taught phonemes and high frequency tricky words.

Children who are making less progress with their reading need to be heard read by an adult at least three
times a week.

Additional resources to support children who are struggling to make progress with their reading include
the Read Write Inc phonics reading programme. This is to be used as directed by the SENCO/English
subject leaders.



